The Pursuit of Righteousness 1.z

Matthew 6:33
The Beatitudes are blessings or promises regarding the Kingdom we
are to be seeking.
The 4" Beatitude: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after
righteousness for they shall be satisfied!”

What is the righteousness that Jesus is speaking about?
1. Righteousness means to be right or to do what is right
2. The righteousness we are to seek is “His righteousness”
3. Apart from His righteousness no one can enter into
God’s presence or into His heaven
This reveals a dilemma for us:
1. Our sin has destroyed our relationship with God
2. It is impossible for us to be good enough to restore the
broken relationship
3. We all have sinned and we all fall short of His glory
How are we to seek this righteousness?
1. By Faith:
a. Abraham exercised faith by trusting in the promises of
God and God credited His righteousness to him
b. This is known as the doctrine of imputation
c. Jesus Christ offers an exchange that can only be
activated by faith; His righteousness for our sin
2. By Practice:
Question: Why not go on sinning since it has all been paid for?
Answer: We have been set free from the penalty of sin at salvation
We have also been set free from the power of sin
Romans 12:1-2 gives the practical steps:
1. Offer yourself as a living sacrifice
2. Refuse to be conformed to this world
3. Be transformed by the reprograming of your mind
4. Discover and embrace the will of God
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